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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education

June 10, 2020
Dear District/School Personnel:

We are a consortium of researchers, teacher educators, and teachers who believe in and strive to foster
multilingual excellence. Therefore, during this time of crisis and difficulty, we are eager to put our expertise and
passions to use to try to be of assistance.

With this letter, is an “Activity Packet” that can be used freely with any group of students or families. We
designed these packets with three grade bands (K-1, 2-3, and 4-5) and English Language Development Levels 1
and 2 in mind. Our hope is that these materials can provide some meaningful learning supports to students and
families who may not have access to online learning opportunities. However, we can also imagine a variety of
ways that these packets can provide learning opportunities outside of our original intent and purpose. Please use
these activity packets in any way you see fit for your students and families. We will be so pleased to learn of
how they might be useful, particularly for your multilingual students and their families. We think it might be
particularly helpful for you to print packets and mail them to families, but we also see opportunities to work
with local agencies, leave printed-out packets for pick-ups at schools, etc.

We designed these activities based around several big ideas:
Productive play and inquiry
Grade level and English Language Development standards/curriculum
Fostering multilingual language development
Providing opportunity for all four language domains (reading, writing, speaking and listening)

These packets are self-contained. Everything a child will need to be successful with the activities is provided in
the packet. Students will only need a writing utensil. Additional tools like crayons or scissors can be used, but
do not have to be.

We also have included a letter to parents. We hope this will help parents understand what students will be doing
with the packet and that we encourage the use of all language resources available to the student and family. The
packets are in English for the students, but the students can write, talk and engage with family members
regarding the packet activities in any language they would like. We have translated the parent letter into
Spanish, Arabic, Somali and Vietnamese (all included). However, due to our limited resources and desire to be
quickly responsive, we have mostly used online translating services for this work and recommend that you use
your own translating services to ensure you are happy with the quality of the translations (an English version of
the parent letter is included) and then also translate the letter into any other language that would be helpful for
your district.

Designing Activity Packets is new initiative for us, though we have been designing professional learning
opportunities (eWorkshops) for teachers of multilingual learners since 2011. Like our Activity Packets, those

learning opportunities for teachers are free. To learn more about them and us, please visit our website at:
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https://cehs.unl.edu/icmee/. We will be offering free professional learning opportunities this summer for
teachers to think forward about and prepare for the upcoming school year and its uncertainties in this COVID-
19 era. Specifically we are designing four modules that will take ~3 hours each to complete across a one-week
timespan. The four topics of the four modules are: assessment, teaching and learning, classroom communities
and working with families. Each of the four modules are being designed to help teachers think through what
they have learned and experienced during the COVID-19 crisis and how they can best plan and prepare for
future uncertainties while keeping health and wellness as well as great learning at the forefront of their practice.
The four modules will each be offered three times. Teachers can take more than one module at a time, or they
can spread their participation out across the three weeks they will be offered. The modules require
asynchronous work online and end with a culminating webinar on the Friday of the week offered. Certificates of
completion documenting 3 hours of professional learning will be available to all teachers who complete the
module and request the certificate. We recommend groups of teachers taking the modules together as
professional learning communities to foster strong reflection, learning and planning opportunities. Each of the
four modules will be offered during the following weeks:

June 15t

July 13t

August 3™

Please visit our website for more information on registration (should be available soon) and to see the other free
professional learning opportunities we offer for teachers.

We are eager to be a helpful, collaborative partner in all learning needs related to multilingual students and their
teachers, so please, do not hesitate to reach out to us with questions, ideas, concerns, feedback, etc. We are
available at icmee@unl.edu.

Sincerely,

Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD

Associate Professor of Language Education

University of Nebraska Lincoln

Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education

PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education

This Activity Packet was designed and created by:
Tianna Bankhead, Molly Heeren, Jessica Spencer, Samantha Stuefer, Alexa Yunes
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June 18, 2020
Dear Parent or Guardian:

During this global pandemic, we have created some learning materials that we hope will be helpful for your
student to engage with. This Activity Packet was designed with your student in mind and is aligned with their
grade level content. Each activity in this packet will help them continue with their schooling as well as continue
to grow their multilingualism. We encourage you to talk to your student about what they are doing and let your
student ask you about the topics they are engaging with. The packet is in English, but we encourage you and
your student to speak and think together in any language you would like to. We strongly encourage you to use
the language you feel most comfortable using with your student as supporting their learning in all the languages
they know is helpful—even for their English! So, please encourage your student to do the work in the packet in
any language they would like.

We know that families are dealing with a lot of stress and uncertainty right now, so we encourage you to play
the role you would like to play with your student and their Activity Packet based on what works best for you.
We recommend reading the information below about the packet and activities in it and then discussing with
your student how the packet works and how they can make their way through it. We believe that with that
introduction, your student can do a lot, if not all, of the work themselves. However, if you are available to work
more closely with your student (or for a sibling or other family member to), we encourage that as well. Please
know, this is not intended to be something that adds stress and work to your family during this stressful time.
We are hoping that this is a helpful resource so your student can continue learning important things while at
home.

We also tried to make the packets interesting and fun. We hope that your student will enjoy the packets and feel
like they are doing productive play. We have integrated activities from all of the grade level content standards:
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, Physical Education and Art. And we have
written the packets and activities so a student at the early stages of English proficiency should be able to enjoy
the packets and be successful without too much challenge.

In this packet, we have included the following activities:

- Create a Buddy. This is the first activity in the packet and is intended to help your student have someone
to talk to about the work they are doing in the packet. We have included images of potential “buddies”
that your student can choose from. We suggest they choose a buddy and add features and color to the
buddy however they would like. They should also name their buddy. Throughout the packet activities,
your student will be told to talk to their buddy or even to ask their buddy questions. This buddy is so
your student can work independently without needing your time and attention to be successful with the
packet. But we also encourage your student to talk with you or other family members as they are
available. Further, your student could pick a stuffed animal or doll or something else as their buddy.
They don’t have to use one of the buddies we offer. But they should plan for who their buddy will be
each time they work on the packet (one of our buddies, someone in your family/home, a doll they
already have, etc.). This might be something they will need your help understanding.
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- Dictionary. Each day we hope that your student will engage with words they find interesting and want to
keep track of. At the end of the packet are pages for your student to keep their own dictionary. We
encourage students to use these pages to keep track of words they like or find interesting. We also
encourage students to use any language they would like as well as pictures to help them remember what
the words mean.

- Journal. Each day students have a short prompt that they can respond to. Students should be encouraged
to write in any language (or combination of languages) that they feel most inclined to. They can also use
pictures as appropriate. We hope these journal prompts will also be points of conversation for your
student with their buddy.

- This packet theme is Community. You will be working on water conservation, clouds and storm safety.
There will be activities provided to help you know how to save water and stay safe during a storm. The
math part of the activities will focus on know how to measure objects and liquids. It will also have a
short activity on telling time on an analog clock. Please remember this packet is to continue to support
learning. This is not a tool for frustration. Please have fun while working on the activities!

We hope that these activities will enhance your child’s learning while they are currently unable to attend school.
We also hope that they will give your child opportunities for productive play. If you have any questions or
concerns about these packets, feel free to reach out to our project at icmee@unl.edu or by calling the Teaching,
Learning and Teacher Education department at 402-472-2231.

Sincerely,

Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD

Associate Professor of Language Education

University of Nebraska Lincoln

Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education

PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education
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18 de junio de 2020
Estimados padres/madres o tutores legales:

Durante esta pandemia global, hemos creado algunos materiales de aprendizaje que esperamos que sean utiles
para su estudiante. Este paquete de actividades se disefio teniendo en cuenta el nivel de su estudiante y esta
alineado con el contenido de su grado. Cada actividad en este paquete le ayudara a continuar con su
escolarizacion, asi como, seguir desarrollando su multilingiiismo. Le animamos a que hable con su estudiante
sobre las actividades que esta realizando y deje que le haga preguntas sobre los temas que le interesan. Aunque,
el paquete estd en inglés, les proponemos a usted y a su estudiante que hablen y piensen juntos en el idioma que
deseen. Le recomendamos encarecidamente que use con su estudiante el idioma con el que se sienta mas
comodo, ya que, usar cualquiera de los idiomas que el estudiante conoce le ayudaré en su aprendizaje -jincluso
para su inglés! Por lo tanto, anime a su estudiante a hacer las actividades del paquete en el idioma que desee.

Sabemos que las familias estan lidiando con mucho estrés e incertidumbre en este momento, por lo que, le
recomendamos que adapte el paquete de actividades con su estudiante, acorde a lo que le funcione mejor a
usted. Le recomendamos que lea la informacion que estd a continuacion sobre el paquete y las actividades que
contiene y después, analice con su estudiante como funciona el paquete y como pueden abrirse paso a través de
este. Creemos que, con la introduccion que encontrard abajo, su estudiante podrd hacer muchas actividades, si
no todas, por si mismo. Sin embargo, si el estudiante tuviera la oportunidad de trabajar mas estrechamente con
usted (o un hermano u otro miembro de la familia), lo animamos a que trabajen juntos. Por favor, tenga en
cuenta que este paquete no pretende ser algo que afiada mas estrés o una mayor carga de trabajo para su familia
en estos momentos estresantes. Simplemente, esperamos que esto sea un recurso util para que su estudiante
pueda continuar su aprendizaje mientras esté en casa.

Intentamos crear paquetes que fuesen interesantes y divertidos. Esperamos que su estudiante disfrute los
paquetes y sienta que estd haciendo algo productivo mientras juega. Hemos incluido actividades que forman
parte del contenido de todos los estandares fundamentales de su grado: artes del lenguaje en inglés,
matematicas, estudios sociales, ciencias, educacion fisica y arte. Ademads, hemos escrito los paquetes y las
actividades, de manera que un estudiante cuyo dominio del inglés se encuentre atin en sus primeras etapas,
pueda disfrutar de los mismos sin problemas y con éxito.

En este paquete, hemos incluido las siguientes actividades:

e Crea un amigo. Esta es la primera actividad del paquete y estd disefiada para ayudar a su estudiante a
tener a alguien con quien hablar sobre el trabajo que esta realizando. Hemos incluido imédgenes de
posibles "amigos" para que su estudiante elija. Sugerimos que elijan un amigo y le agregue diferentes
colores y caracteristicas, como quieran. Ademads, deberian ponerle un nombre a su amigo. A lo largo de
las actividades del paquete, se le pedira a su estudiante que hable con su amigo o incluso que le haga
preguntas. Este amigo es para que su estudiante pueda trabajar de forma independiente, sin necesidad de
su tiempo y atencion, asi puede completar el paquete sin tener que pedirle ayuda. No obstante,
animamos a su estudiante a hablar con usted u otros miembros de la familia cuando estén disponibles.
Incluso, su estudiante podria elegir como amigo a un peluche, una mufieca o algo mas, no necesita usar
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uno de los amigos que ofrecemos. Sin embargo, su estudiante debe pensar quién serd su amigo cada vez
que trabaje en el paquete (uno de nuestros amigos, alguien en su familia / hogar, una mufieca que ya
tienen, etc.). La eleccion de su amigo podria ser algo en la que su estudiante pueda necesitar su ayuda.

-Diccionario- esperamos que cada dia su estudiante encuentre palabras que le resulten interesantes y
quiera recordar. Al final del paquete, hay varias paginas para que su estudiante cree su propio
diccionario. Asi que, le animamos a que las use para que su estudiante pueda llevar un seguimiento de
todas las palabras que le gusten o le parezcan interesantes. Ademas, alentamos a su estudiante a que use
el idioma que prefiera para escribir esas palabras y también, dibujos, asi le serda mas fécil recordar el
significado de estas.

-Diario. Cada dia, su estudiante tendra un tema sobre el que tendra que escribir. Animamos a su
estudiante a escribir en el idioma que desee (o una combinacién de idiomas), incluso pudiendo usar
dibujos. Esperamos que estos temas de escritura sean puntos de conversacion entre su estudiante y su
amigo.

-Este paquete es sobre la comunidad. Los estudiantes trabajaran sobre la eficiencia hidrica, las nubes y la
seguridad durante las tormentas. Habr4 actividades que ayudaran al estudiante a aprender como ahorrar
aguay a estar a salvos durante una tormenta. La parte de matematicas se centrard en saber como se
miden los objetos y los liquidos y, ademads, encontraran una pequeiia actividad sobre como decir la hora
con un reloj analdgico. Por favor, recuerde que este paquete es s6lo un apoyo de aprendizaje, no es una
herramienta para que usted se frustre, asi que, diviértase mientras hagan las actividades.

Esperamos que estas actividades contribuyan al aprendizaje de su hijo/a mientras no pueda asistir a la escuela.
Ademas, esperamos que le proporcionen a su hijo/a oportunidades de juego productivo. Si tiene alguna duda,
pregunta o inquietud acerca de estos paquetes, no dude en comunicarse con nuestro proyecto enviando un
correo electronico a icmee@unl.edu o llamando al departamento de Teaching, Learning, and Teacher Education
al 402-472-2231.

Atentamente,

Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD

Associate Professor of Language Education

University of Nebraska Lincoln

Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education

PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education
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Sincerely,

Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD

Associate Professor of Language Education

University of Nebraska Lincoln

Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education

PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education
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Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD

Associate Professor of Language Education

University of Nebraska Lincoln

Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education

PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education
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My Buddy

G Choose a Buddy

Q Q A\

Cut out and

color your
Buddy and
give it a
namel Cut out and
color the
accessories
0 Have fun with your
Buddy!

Dress them up, play
with them, and even
talk with them!
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-xercise Your Brainl

Cut out the brain cards.

Add them to the pile with rest
of the vocabulary cards for the
week. Make sure to mix them

up.
Read one card at a time.

If you land on a brain card, you
need to shout out the action on the
card, “stretch your brain!" or “Kiss

iour brain!” or “‘Let's dancel"

Do the action on the card before
moving on to the next card in your

deck.

Do this until you are all our of cardsl!
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Stretch

Stretch

Stretch

Stretch

Dancel

Dancel

Dancel

Dancel

Stretch

Kiss your brain!

Stretch

Kiss your
brain!

Kiss your
braint

Kiss your
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thick grey
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Johnh and Mary's Bainy Day

John and Mary John and Mary

were friends. They were looking at
were always clouds. They were

together. high up.

S ket

There were grey
clouds coming in. John and Mary
They were low in decided to go
the sky. home. They
wanted to be safe.
They did not want
to be outside if
there was a funnel
cloud.

It started to rain.

auld

There were many
different clouds.
Some were thick.
Some were thin.
Some were puffy.
Some were
feathery.

Mary slipped.
John helped her

up.



John and Mary's Bainy Day

“Your shoes must They got inside “I would love some

have tripped you,” John’s house. water,” Mary said.
said John. John asked Mary

“Yes. These shoes if she wanted

of mine can come some water.

untied,” Mary said.

Read the story to
your buddy or
someone in your
house.

John got the water They end_ed the
for her. “Here is day WatC_hlng the
the water for you,” rain.

John said.



Cumulus

Stratus

Cirrus

Cumulonimbus
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Cumulus

Puffy
Can be white
The weather is

Qood.

Cumulonimbus

Very high
Very Tall
Create thunder

aond lightening

Stratus

Close to the
ground

gray

Fill the sky
May bring light

snow or drizzle

Cirrus

Feathery
White

High in the sky
Thin

Formed by ice

cyrstals

19



Tornado

Touch the
ground

High winds
Very dangerous
Can happen
during or after

o thunderstorm

Funnel
cloud

Cone Shaoped
Low to the
ground

Spin

Change quickly

20



mD._DC._DU MO] Y3y 7 K1oyyeay ; WDHC.:.W

T OV

" InoA ul mco;m?_mwpo %ﬂ” | 7

um | INOA UMOpP SHIM Sk W

' "As sy} oyul dn ‘Buiusdo >

! 3y} ybnouy} 3007
m ‘80a1d m

| 8IPPIW SIy} 30 INY

K213 7 o1y

SNJJI ‘
U Apnd papunou e[y

)N mUL.@ N
N/

21



ruler

cylinder

A ruler is used to
measure different
objects.

| can use a ruler to
measure a pencil.

A cylinder is used to
measure liquids.

| can use a cylinder
1o measure water.

22



Circle the correct tool that you would use
to measure the object.

——— =
- ~o

1) Ruler (or cylinder

1) Ruler or cylinder

1) Ruler or cylinder
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Circle the correct tool that you would use
to measure the object.

/) Ruler or cylinder

8) Ruler or cylinder

?) Ruler or cylinder

24



Circle the correct tool that you would use
to measure the object.

4) Ruler or cylinder

O) Ruler or cylinder

6) Ruler or cylinder

25



e Look upin the sky.
e What clouds do you see?

e Can you describe them?

e What do you think the weather will be
like?

e What do the clouds tell you?

The clouds look

| think they are

| think this means that the weather will be

26




Let’'s Move!

Play Tic Tac Toe!
Each time you pick a space, do the movement on that space.

10 jumping jacks 10 toe touches 10 sit-ups
Run for Tmin. 10 arm circles Wall sit 1min.
Sit-stand 10 times 10 sit-ups 10 push-ups

Cut the X's and O’s to put them
on the game if you want to.

27



Day 2



What to do if You Hesr Sirens

Read the safety steps below. Read them to your parents. Do these steps
if you hear sirens.

Check the day. Is it
your state’s testing
day? Nebraska’s is the
first Wednesday of
every month.

If it is not a testing day,
look for swirling clouds.
Look for quick winds.
Look for heavy rain.
Listen for a loud noise.

Check a radio. Check a
smartphone. Check the
TV. These things will
tell you if it is time to
take cover.

You can take coverin a .. !

basement. You can hi

. T REFUGID

take coverinasmall [ A\/F=2F Al
room. You can take :

cover in a storm shelter.

Stay where you are
after you take cover. Do
not leave until the siren

stops.

You can leave your spot
when the storm is over.
Look for bad objects
when you leave.




Cut and paste the objects in the correct

column. oé«

I

I

1 I
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I
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e Look up inthe sky.
e What clouds do you see?

e Can you describe them?

e What do you think the weather will be
like?

e What do the clouds tell you?

The clouds look

| think they are

| think this means that the weather will be

31




Water Conservation story

?
Tyler was a
fisherman. Mark Mark asked what Tyler said that
was a news water water
reporter. They conservation was. conservation
were talking. Mark meant to use as
was making news little water as
about water possible.
conservation.
?
>
Mark asked why Tyler said it saved Tyler said that
we should water for other water grows food.
conserve water. animals. Tyler Wasting water
catches fish. He causes water
takes them to be shortages. Then it
sold at the store. is hard to grow
The fish need food.
water.

32



Tyler said that the
earth is 71%
water. He said that
we can only use
less than 1%! So
we should not
waste water.

Water Conservation story

Tyler told Mark
there are many
more reasons to
save water. These
are very important
reasons.

Tell your buddy or
someone in your
house the three
reasons to
conserve water.

Bye!

Mark and Tyler
said goodbye.
Mark was going to
put this on TV.
Mark wanted the
city to know about
water
conservation.
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Let’'s Movel

Play Tic Tac Toel!
Each time you pick a space, do the movement on that space.

10 jumping jacks 10 toe touches 10 sit-ups
Run for Tmin. 10 arm circles wall sit Tmin.
Sit-stand 10 times 10 SiT-UpS 10 push_ups

Cut the X's and O’s to put them
on the game if you want to.
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Day 3



How to Conserve Water ot Home

Read how to conserve water at home. Draw a “v” next to the

things you do already. Draw an “2” next to the things you will

Turn off the water when
you are brushing your
teeth.

é

Turn off the faucets
tightly!

start doing.

1

10 MINUTES

Limit your showers to
10 minutes.

Fix leaks fast. Many
can be fixed by
following a guide
online.

36



How to Conserve Water ot Home

|

X SR
@ >
>
v
Have a special Try to only wash full
cup/bottle to use for the loads of laundry.
day.

Can you think of other ways to conserve water?
(N
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Write 9 Story!

/ Look at the picture below. Write a story about it. Use your
vocabulary words. Use as much English as you can. Use your
home language.

Flat Rounded Puffy Tornado Funnel Cloud Thin | You
Mine Your Help Friends Feathery High Low Thick Grey

38



hour hand

minute hand

The hour hand
tells the hour of
the day.

The hour hand
is the little hand.

The minute
hand tells you
the minutes of
the day.

The minute
hand is the big
hand.

39



Draw a line to match the correct
time.

1) 12:00

1) 2:00

1) 3:30

1) 07:05

40



Draw a line to match the correct
time.

6) 1110,

7) 10:40

8) 12:25

9) 8:35

10) 9:50
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e Look up in the sky.
e What clouds do you see?

e Can you describe them?

e What do you think the weather will be
like?

e What do the clouds tell you?

The clouds look

| think they are

| think this means that the weather will be :
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Let’'s Movel

Play Tic Tac Toe!
Each time you pick a space, do the movement on that space.

10 jumping jacks 10 toe touches 10 sit-ups
Run for Tmin. 10 arm circles Wall sit 1min.
Sit-stand 10 times 10 sit-ups 10 push-ups

Cut the X's and O’s to put them
on the game if you want to.
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>
G

Something is Missing!

Draw the picture for the missing word OR write the missing
word.

Flat

Tornado

Funnel Cloud

You

45



Help

Feathery

(O

46



Help Tuck Conserve Water

Tuck is at home. He needs your help to conserve water! Tell
Tuck what to do in each box by circling yes or no.

Tuck is going to brush Tuck finished a glass of
his teeth. water. He wants more.
Should he turn off the Should he get a new
water? cup?
Yes/No Yes/No

Tuck is going to take a Tuck found a leak.
shower.
Should he tell his
Should he take one for parents?
10 minutes or less? Yes/No
Yes/No
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Help Tuck Conserve Water

Tuck is at home. He needs your help to conserve water! Tell
Tuck what to do in each box by circling yes or no.

Tuck has 1 dirty shirt.

Should he wash it
alone?
Yes/No

Do 1 water saving
thing today! Tell your
buddy what you are
going to do.

Tuck notices the faucet
is still going.

Should he let it go?
Yes/No
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Let’'s Movel

Play Tic Tac Toe!
Each time you pick a space, do the movement on that space.

10 jumping jacks 10 toe touches 10 sit-ups
Run for Tmin. 10 arm circles Wall sit 1min.
Sit-stand 10 fimes 10 sit-ups 10 push-ups

Cut the X’'s and O’s to put them
on the game if you want to.

49






e Look up in the sky.
e What clouds do you see?

e Can you describe them?

e What do you think the weather will be
like?

e What do the clouds tell you?

The clouds look

| think they are

| think this means that the weather will be :
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Let’'s Movel

Play Tic Tac Toe!
Each time you pick a space, do the movement on that space.

10 jumping jacks 10 toe touches 10 sit-ups
Run for Tmin. 10 arm circles Wall sit 1Tmin.
Sit-stand 10 times 10 sit-ups 10 push-ups

Cut the X's and O’s to put them
on the game if you want to.
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A Summer Poem!

Write a summer poem with as much English as you can. You can use

your own langquage. Use the first letter to start your sentence. Use your

vocab. Read the example below.

oming together as friends to look

ut at the feathery, puffy, rounded, and thick clouds

akes the day in my book.

any things can seem like grey funnel clouds

ntil we realize we are all in this together.

othing makes community like helping eachother
out.

love to see all

he different clouds with

ou, looking up at them up high and tall!

ol P ER R DI

Word Bank

Puffy
Tornado
FunnekCloud
Thin
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A Summer Poem! Ef

Write a summer poem with as much English as you can. You can use
your own language. Use the first letter to start your sentence. Use your
vocab. Read the example below.

Word Bank

| e

Rounded
Puffy

Tornado
Funnel Cloud
Thin
[

You

Mine

Your

Help

Friends

Feathery
High
Low

Thick

Grey |

Lol ® CRE
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