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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

August 15th, 2020 
Dear District/School Personnel: 
 
We are a consortium of researchers, teacher educators, and teachers who believe in and strive to foster 
multilingual excellence. Therefore, during this time of crisis and difficulty, we are eager to put our expertise 
and passions to use to try to be of assistance. We initially designed 21 immediate-response packets for K-5, 
as soon as the pandemic forced schools to shut down. We then applied for and received a grant that has 
allowed us to create more than 100 full activity packets, ranging from Levels 1-3 of English proficiency, and 
grades K-12. 
 

The breakdown of packets is as follows: 
Level 1 – Entry into English  
Emphasis on developmentally appropriate interesting/challenging tasks 

• K-2  
• 3-5  
• 6-8 with a literacy background 
• 9-12 with a literacy background  
• 6-8 without literacy background 
• 9-12 without literacy background 

 
Level 2 – Building Background  

• K-1  
• 2-3 
• 4-5  
• 6 -8  
• 9-10 
• 11-12  

 
Level 3 – Interdisciplinary Inquiry  

• K-1  
• 2-3  
• 4-5  
• 6  
• 7-8  
• 9-10  
• 11-12  

 
With this letter, is an “Activity Packet” that can be used freely with any group of students or families as you 
see fit. Each packet includes interdisciplinary activities designed to be completed within a week. Teachers 
from around the country have designed, developed, and created these packets, each focusing on the topics of 
their choice. Because learning academic content can happen within any thematic context, these packets are 
designed to be diverse, dynamic, and engaging for students of all backgrounds. The topics covered in these 
units range from cultures, animals, natural disasters, inventions, and much more. You will see each teacher’s 
personality reflected strongly in these packets, and our hope is that this will capture students in a way similar 
to that of a rich and immersive classroom environment.  
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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

Our hope is that these materials can provide some meaningful learning supports to students and families who 
may not have access to online learning opportunities. However, we can also imagine a variety of ways that 
these packets can provide learning opportunities outside of our original intent and purpose. Please use these 
activity packets in any way you see fit for your students and families. We will be so pleased to learn of how 
they might be useful, particularly for your multilingual students and their families. We think it might be 
particularly helpful for you to print packets and mail them to families, but we also see opportunities to work 
with local agencies, leave printed-out packets for pick-ups at schools, etc. 
 
We designed these activities based around several big ideas: 

- Productive play and inquiry 
- Grade level and English Language Development standards/curriculum 
- Fostering multilingual language development  
- Providing opportunity for all four language domains (reading, writing, speaking and listening) 

 
These packets are self-contained. Everything a child will need to be successful with the activities is provided 
in the packet. Students will only need a writing utensil. Additional tools like crayons or scissors are optional. 
 
We have also included a letter to parents. We hope this will help parents understand what students will be 
doing with the packet and that we encourage the use of all language resources available to the student. The 
packets are in English for the students, but the students can write, talk and engage with family members 
regarding the packet activities in any language they would like. We have translated the parent letter into 
Spanish, and we encourage districts to translate the letter into any other language that would be helpful for 
your local families. 
 
Designing Activity Packets is a new initiative for us, though we have been designing professional learning 
opportunities (eWorkshops) for teachers of multilingual learners since 2011. Like our Activity Packets, those 
learning opportunities for teachers are free. To learn more about them and us, please visit our website at: 
https://cehs.unl.edu/icmee/ 
 
We are eager to be a helpful, collaborative partner in all learning needs related to multilingual students and 
their teachers, so please, do not hesitate to reach out to us with questions, ideas, concerns, feedback, etc. We 
are available at icmee@unl.edu.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
  
Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD 
Associate Professor of Language Education 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 
PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education 
 
 

This packet was designed and created by Morgan Spanel  
in collaboration with Aaron Johnson and Alexa Yunes.  
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The standards that informed the development of this packet are: 
 
Common Core Math: 
 

• HSA-SSE.A.1 
• HSA-REI.B.3 
• HSF.LE.A.3 

 
Common Core Social Studies: 
 

• RH.9-10.3 
• RH.9-10.6 

 
Common Core English Language Arts: 
 

• CCW.9-10.1 
• CCW.9-10.7 
• CCW.9-10.9 
• CCRI.9-10.9 

Common Core Science & Technical Subjects: 

• RST.9-10.7 
• WHST.9-10.9 

Art 

• Anchor Standard 1 
• Anchor Standard 4 
• Anchor Standard 6 

Physical Education 

• National Standard 1 
• National Standard 5 
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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

August 15th, 2020 
Dear Families: 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, it became necessary for students to learn at home. Many students have 
limited access to technology, others struggle with online learning, and some simply want more to do while 
they are at home. With these things in mind, we have created an extensive resource of learning materials that 
we hope will be helpful for your children to engage with. These Activity Packets were designed with your 
students in mind and are aligned with each of their grade level content. Each activity in the packets will help 
students continue with their schooling as well as continue to grow their multilingualism. We encourage you 
to talk to your student about what they are doing and let your child ask you about the topics they are learning 
about. The packet is in English, but we encourage you and your children to speak and think together in any 
language you would like to. We strongly encourage you to use the language you feel most comfortable using 
with your student. Supporting their learning in all the languages they know is helpful—even for developing 
their English! So, please encourage your student to do the work in the packet in any language they would 
like.  
 
We know that families are dealing with a lot of stress and uncertainty right now, so we encourage you to play 
the role you would like to play with your student and their Activity Packet based on what works best for you. 
We recommend reading the information about the packet and activities and then discussing with your student 
how the packet works and how they can work through it. We believe that with that introduction, your student 
can do a lot, if not all, of the work themselves. However, if you are available to work more closely with your 
student (or for a sibling or other family member to do so), we encourage that as well. Please know, this is not 
intended to be something that adds stress and work to your family during this demanding time. We hope that 
this is a helpful resource so your student can continue growing academically while in unusual situations. 
 
We also hope you will find these packets interesting and fun. We have integrated activities from all of the 
grade level content standards: English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, Physical 
Education and Art. We have also developed different packets for the different levels of English proficiency, 
so your child should feel challenged but also capable of largely understanding the content in front of them. 
 
6th-12th grade students are encouraged to talk about their learning as much as possible, even if it is not to one 
person in particular. Some packets will include activities where students can “use a cell phone” to record 
voice messages and post on social media, which we hope might be ways in which they can be encouraged to 
speak in English or in any language they prefer. 
 
In these packets, we have also included the following activities: 
 

- Dictionary. Each day we hope that your student will engage with words they find interesting and want 
to keep track of. We encourage students to use the dictionary activities to keep track of words they 
learn and find interesting. We also encourage students to use any language they would like as well as 
pictures to help them remember what the words mean. 
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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

- Journal. Students should be encouraged to write in any language (or combination of languages) that 
they feel most inclined to. They can also use pictures as appropriate. We hope these journal spaces 
will also be points of conversation for your child with someone in their home.  
 

- Packet: “Finding Your Voice”  In this packet, students will be exploring a variety of different ways 
that they can express their opinion.  This packet is centered around current issues and the 2020 
Presidential election.  Students will learn comparative and superlative language to help them express 
their opinion based on facts.  At the end of the week, they will write an opinion paper about who they 
would vote for in the 2020 Presidential election. 
 

 
We hope that these activities will enhance your child’s learning while we work through these very unusual 
circumstances. We also hope that they will give your child opportunities for productive play. If you have any 
questions or concerns about these packets, feel free to reach out to our project at icmee@unl.edu or by calling 
the Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education department at 402-472-2231. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
  
Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD 
Associate Professor of Language Education 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 
PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education 
 
 
 
 
This packet was designed and created by Morgan Spanel  
in collaboration with Aaron Johnson and Alexa Yunes.  
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Answer Keys 
Activity 6 
Word More/-er Most/-est Used in a sentence: 
Example: 
smart smarter smartest My 8th grade math teacher is the  

smartest person I know. 

kind kinder kindest  

helpful more helpful most helpful  

worthy worthier worthiest  

reliable more reliable most reliable  

fair fairer fairest  

 
Activity 10 

1. In 2016, 138,000,000 Americans voted in the presidential election.  That is only 58.1% of 
people who could have voted.  How many people could have voted in the 2016 
presidential election? 

237,521,515 people could have voted in 2016. 
 

2. In 2008, 61.6% of people who could vote, did.  How many more people voted in 2008 
than in 2016? 

146,313,253 people voted in 2008.  8,313,253 more people voted in 2008. 
 

3. Look at the graph below.  What percent of Asian people voted in the 2008 election?  If 
there were 25,000,000 Asian people in the United States, how many people voted? 

32.1% of Asian people voted.  8,025,000 people voted. 
 
4. There are 750 students in your high school.  Jose, Makayla, and Shen are running for 

school president.  Each student gets to vote for who they want to be the school 
president.  Makayla got 32% of the votes.  Jose got 135 votes.  How many votes did Shen 
get? 

Shen got 375 votes. 
 
5. From the question above, who won the school election?  How do you know? 

Shen won the election.  She got 375 votes, Jose got 135 votes, and Makayla got 240 
votes. 
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Share your learning! 

 
Share a picture of any of your work by using #MultilingualProud 

on social media. 
  

We’d love to see what you’ve done with this packet!  

International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
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ICMEE Rapid Response Packet Icons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICMEE Rapid Response Packet Icons 
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ICMEE Rapid Response Packet Icons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructions Key 
•Share with someone else 
•Comparte con alguien más 
• رخآ صخش عم اھتكراشم  
•La wadaag qof 
•Chia sẻ với ai đó 
 

•Make a connection 
•Hacer una conexión 
• لاصتا ءارجإ  
•Xiriir samee 
•Tạo kết nối 
 

•Read 
•Lee 
• أرقا  
•Akhriso 
•Đọc 
 

•Write 
•Escribe 
• بتكا  
•Qor 
•Viết 

 

•Sort 
•Ordena 
• بتر  
•Kala sooc 
•lư ̣a chọn 

•Move your body 
•Mueve tu cuerpo 
• كمسج كرح  
•Dhaqdhaqaaqa jirkaaga 
• Di chuyển cơ thể của bạn 
 

•Cut 
•Corta 
• ةقرولا صق  
•Waraaqda jar 
•Cắt giấy 
 

•Read out loud 
•Lee en voz alta 
• لاع توصب ةءارق  
•Kor u aqri 
•Đọc to 
 

•Share with your Buddy 
•Comparte con tu Buddy 
• كقیدص عم كراش  
•La wadaag asxaabtaada 
•Chia sẻ với bạn bè của bạn 
 

•Count 
•Cuenta 
• دعلا  
•Tiri 
•đé̂m 
 
 

•Draw 
•Dibuja 
• مسر  
•Sawir 
•Vẽ tranh 
 

•Find 
•Encuentra 
• دجو  
•Soo hel 
•Tìm thấy 
 

•Color 
•Colorea 
• نول  
•Midab gudaha 
•la ̀m cho hoa mỹ 
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Thinking Skills Glossary 
 

 
 
 

Word Definition Picture 
Fact 
事实 
Hecho 

something we know, without question 
我们知道的毫无疑问 

Algo que podemos comprobar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opinion 
意见 
Opinión 

something we think or believe 
我们认为或相信的事情 

Algo que pensamos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compare 
相比 

Comparar 

think about how two or more things 
are the same or different 
考虑一下两个或多个事物是相同还是不同 
Pensar en qué se parecen y en qué 
son diferentes dos o más cosas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sequence 
序列 

Secuencia 

to put things in the right order from 
first to last 
从头到尾正确地安排事情 

Poner las cosas en orden , del 
primero al último 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classify 
Sort 
Categorize 
分类 
Clasificar 
Organizar 

to put things into groups by how they 
are the same 
通过相同的方式将事物分组 
Agrupar cosas por cómo se parecen 
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Question Words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who? 
 

When? 
 

Where? 
 

What? 
 

Why? 
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  Write a text message 

写短信 
Escribe un mensaje 
 
 
 
Tweet: write one sentence 
鸣叫：写一句话 
Tweet: escribe una oración 
 
 
 
Post on Facebook: write a few sentences 
在Facebook上发布：写几句话 
Publica en Facebook: escribe algunas oraciones 
 
 
Post on Instagram: write a sentence and draw a picture 
在Instagram上发布：写一个句子并画一幅画 
Publica en Instagram: escribe una oración y dibuja 
 
 
Write an email: write a paragraph 
写一封电子邮件：写一个段落 
Escribe un correo electrónico: escribe un párrafo 
 
 
Record a voice message 
录制语音留言 
Graba un mensaje de voz 
 
 
 
Make a phone call 
打个电话 
Haz una llamada 
 

iPhone Instruction Icons 

推特：写一句话 
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Day 1 
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Finding YoXr Voice 

What does it mean to Yote? 

 

Journal: HaYe \oX heard people ask \oX to Yote on something?  Ma\be it Zas \oXr 
faYorite color?  Ma\be it Zas Zhat to haYe for lXnch?  Recentl\, people on teleYision 
are asking adXlts to Yote for them.  Use the lines beloZ to Zrite Zhat \ou think it means 
to Yote.  InclXde an e[ample of a time that \oX haYe Yoted. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FLQGLQJ <RXU 9RLFH 

HLVWRU\ RI 9RWLQJ 

 

TKH UQLWHG SWDWHV XVHV WKH LGHD RI voting WR KHOS FKRRVH elecWed 
officialV.  TKHVH HOHFWHG RIILFLDOV KHOS PDNH GHFLVLRQV IRU WKH 
FRXQWU\.  IQ 1789, WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV voted IRU WKHLU ILUVW PUHVLGHQW, 
GHRUJH :DVKLQJWRQ.  OQO\ PHQ ZHUH DOORZHG WR YRWH.  TKH\ FKRVH 
EHWZHHQ GHRUJH :DVKLQJWRQ DQG JRKQ AGDPV. 

FRU 41 \HDUV, RQO\ ZKLWH PHQ ZKR RZQHG SURSHUW\ (ODQG RU D KRXVH) 
DQG D YHU\ VPDOO QXPEHU RI IUHH EODFN PHQ ZHUH DOORZHG WR YRWH.  
NR ZRPHQ ZHUH DOORZHG WR YRWH.  TR NHHS DOO RI WKH YRWLQJ SRZHU 
ZLWK WKH ZKLWH PHQ, QHZ ODZV ZHUH PDGH.  IQ 1850, DOO PHQ QHHGHG 
WR SDVV D UHDGLQJ WHVW WR EH DEOH WR YRWH. 

TKH 14WK DPHQGPHQW WR WKH CRQVWLWXWLRQ ZDV SDVVHG LQ 1868 ZKLFK 
JDYH WKH ULJKW WR YRWH WR EODFN PHQ.  TKLV FKDQJHG FXUUHQW ODZV 
WKDW GLG QRW DOORZ IRUPHU VODYHV WR YRWH.  B\ 1870, DOO EODFN PHQ KDG 
WKH ULJKW WR YRWH.  

TKH UQLWHG SWDWHV ZDV QRW WKH ILUVW FRXQWU\ WR OHW ZRPHQ YRWH.  IQ 
1893 ZRPHQ LQ NHZ =HDODQG ZHUH DOORZHG WR YRWH.  IQ 1917 
ZRPHQ LQ CDQDGD ZHUH DOORZHG WR YRWH.  TKH UQLWHG SWDWHV 
DOORZHG ZRPHQ WR YRWH LQ 1920.  OWKHU FRXQWULHV IROORZHG: UQLWHG 
KLQJGRP DQG IUHODQG (1928), FUDQFH (1944), DQG IQGLD (1950). 

9RWLQJ KDV FKDQJHG PDQ\ WKLQJV LQ WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV.  IQ 1971, 
SHRSOH YRWHG WR FKDQJH WKH YRWLQJ DJH WR 18.  IW KDG EHHQ 21 
EHIRUH WKDW. 

TKLV \HDU, 2020, SHRSOH RYHU WKH DJH RI 18 ZLOO YRWH IRU WKH 46WK 
PUHVLGHQW RI WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV. 

 

 

 

WoUd Bank: 

ElecWed officialV ² PHQ RU ZRPHQ ZRUNLQJ LQ WKH JRYHUQPHQW ZKR ZRQ DQ HOHFWLRQ EDVHG RQ 
YRWHV. 

 

 

 

HRZ GR \RX IHHO DERXW WKH 
IDFW WKDW RQO\ ZKLWH PHQ FRXOG 
YRWH? 

I IHHOBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

 BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

:K\ GR \RX WKLQN LW WRRN VR 
ORQJ IRU ZRPHQ WR JHW WKH 
ULJKW WR YRWH? 

I WKLQNBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

 BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
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FiQdiQg YRXU VRice 

NeighbRUhRRd Walk: CRllecWiQg DaWa 

PeRSle haYe RSiQiRQV abRXW eYeU\WhiQg.  WheQ Ze Pake a deciViRQ, Ze aUe YRWing RQ 
a chRice.  FRU e[aPSle, ZheQ VRPeRQe Va\V gUeeQ iV WheiU faYRUiWe cRlRU, Whe\ aUe 
YRWing fRU gUeeQ RYeU Whe RWheU cRlRUV. 

Read WhURXgh Whe YRWing TXeVWiRQV belRZ.  ChRRVe 3 aQd WheQ Zalk WhURXgh \RXU 
QeighbRUhRRd aQd aVk SeRSle WR YRWe RQ Whe chRiceV. 

iPhRQe AQdURid PhRQe 
Tall\ Rf YRWeV: 

 
 

 

 

VaQilla Ice CUeaP ChRcRlaWe Ice CUeaP 
Tall\ Rf YRWeV: 

 
 

 

 

SRcceU BaVkeWball 
Tall\ Rf YRWeV: 

 
 

 

 

SXPPeU WiQWeU 
Tall\ Rf YRWeV: 

 
 

 

 

Pi]]a HaPbXUgeU 
Tall\ Rf YRWeV: 

 
 

 

 

Pla\SWaWiRQ XbR[ 
Tall\ Rf YRWeV: 

 
 

 

 

CUeaWe \RXU RZQ: 

  
Tall\ Rf YRWeV: 
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FLQdLQg YRXU VRLce 

GUaShLQg DaWa 

UVe Whe daWa \RX MXVW cROOecWed WR cUeaWe a baU gUaSh fRU each TXeVWLRQ. 
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Day 2 
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FiQdiQg YRXU VRice 

Read Whe We[W aQd aQVZeU Whe cRQQecWiRQ TXeVWiRQV. 

ChRRVing Whe RighW PaWh fRU YRX 

 

YRX aUe iQ High SchRRO!  YRX haYe Whe ZhROe ZRUOd iQ fURQW Rf \RX!  WhaW 
aUe \RX WhiQkiQg \RX ZiOO dR Qe[W? 

ThiV iV a difficXOW TXeVWiRQ WhaW aOO WeeQageUV Qeed WR WhiQk abRXW.  TheUe aUe 
PaQ\ chRiceV.  DR \RX ZaQW WR gR WR cROOege?  DR \RX ZaQW WR gR WR a 
WUade VchRRl? DR \RX ZaQW WR VWaUW ZRUkiQg UighW aZa\? 

TheUe aUe PaQ\ WhiQgV WR WhiQk abRXW ZheQ \RX aUe PakiQg WhiV deciViRQ.  
YRX Qeed WR decide ZhaW iV beVW fRU \RX.  WhaW dR \RX eQjR\ dRiQg PRVW?   

PeRSOe ZhR aUe PRUe cUeaWiYe aQd SUefeU WR dR WhiQgV ZiWh WheiU haQdV 
PighW cRQVideU gRiQg WR a WUade VchRRO.  TUade VchRROV Weach \RX hRZ WR 
dR diffeUeQW jRbV ZiWh \RXU haQdV Oike beiQg aQ eOecWUiciaQ, caU PechaQic, 
RU SOXPbeU.  TheVe VchRROV aUe RfWeQ cheaSeU WhaQ a WUadiWiRQaO cROOege RU 
XQiYeUViW\.  A WUade VchRRO aOVR XVXaOO\ WakeV OeVV WiPe.   

TheUe aUe VRPe SeRSOe ZhR SUefeU WR gR WR cROOege RU XQiYeUViW\.  WheQ 
\RX gR WR cROOege, \RX caQ Wake cOaVVeV abRXW WRSicV WhaW \RX Oike beWWeU 
WhaQ RWheUV.  ThiV RSSRUWXQiW\ OeWV \RX OeaUQ abRXW ZhaW \RX aUe PRVW 
iQWeUeVWed iQ.  IQ geQeUaO, ZheQ \RX gR WR cROOege, iW ZiOO Wake fRXU \eaUV WR 
gUadXaWe.  MaQ\ VWXdeQWV bRUURZ PRQe\ fURP Whe gRYeUQPeQW WR Sa\ fRU 
cROOege.  WheQ \RX gUadXaWe, \RX caQ aSSO\ fRU a ZideU YaUieW\ Rf jRbV. 

If QeiWheU Rf WheVe VRXQdV Oike Whe SaWh fRU \RX, WhaW iV Rka\.  MaQ\ SeRSOe 
aOVR chRRVe WR fiQd a jRb UighW afWeU High SchRRO gUadXaWiRQ.  TheUe aUe 
PaQ\ jRbV WhaW RQO\ UeTXiUe a high VchRRO OeYeO Rf edXcaWiRQ.  FRU SeRSOe 
ZRUUied abRXW PRQe\, WhiV PighW be Whe beVW chRice WR VWaUW ZiWh.  MaQ\ Rf 
WheVe jRbV ZiOO aOVR Weach \RX Whe VkiOOV \RX Qeed WR geW beWWeU aW \RXU jRb 
eYeU\ da\.   

  

TRda\, ZhaW dR \RX WhiQk \RX ZaQW WR dR afWeU High SchRRO gUadXaWiRQ?  
Wh\? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

TUade VchRRl ² a SRVW-
VecRQdaU\ VchRRO ZheUe 
SeRSOe aUe WaXghW a 
WUade Oike eOecWUiciaQ, 
SOXPbeU, HVAC 

AUe \RX gRRd ZiWh \RXU 
haQdV?  WhaW dR \RX 
Oike WR cUeaWe? 

 

 

DR \RX haYe a jRb?  
WhaW dR \RX Oike PRVW 
abRXW iW?  WhaW dR \RX 
Oike OeaVW abRXW iW? 
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FLQdLQJ YRXU VRLce 

SXSeUlaWiYeV aQd CRmSaUaWiYeV 

SXSeUOaWLYeV aQd cRPSaUaWLYeV aUe adMecWLYeV RU VXIIL[eV WKaW aUe added WR YeUbV RU QRXQV WR 
VKRZ a cRPSaULVRQ.  We XVe WKeP WR VKaUe RXU RSLQLRQ RI WKLQJV.  SXSeUOaWLYeV caQ aOVR KeOS 
deVcULbe VL]eV, VKaSeV, aQd RWKeU cKaUacWeULVWLcV RI WKLQJV. 

GeQeUaO RXOeV: 

x WRUdV WKaW KaYe RQe V\OOabOe, add ²eU, RU ²eVW WR WKe eQd (IaVW -> IaVWeU) 
x WRUdV WKaW KaYe WZR V\OOabOeV aQd eQd ZLWK a \, cKaQJe WKe \ WR aQ I aQd add ²eU, RU ²

eVW WR WKe eQd (SUeWW\ -> SUeWWLeVW) 
x WRUdV WKaW KaYe WZR RU WKUee V\OOabOeV aQd dR QRW eQd ZLWK a \, add PRUe RU PRVW WR 

WKe beJLQQLQJ (VXcceVVIXO -> PRUe VXcceVVIXO) 

 

CRPSOeWe WKe IROORZLQJ WabOe WR SUacWLce XVLQJ cRPSaUaWLYeV aQd VXSeUOaWLYeV 

WRUd MRUe/-eU MRVW/-eVW UVed iQ a VeQWeQce: 
E[aPSle: 
VPaUW VPaUWeU VPaUWeVW 

M\ 8WK JUade PaWK WeacKeU LV WKe  
VPaUWeVW SeUVRQ I NQRZ. 

NLQd 
   

KeOSIXO 
   

ZRUWK\ 
   

UeOLabOe 
   

IaLU 
   

 
NRZ, UeUead WKe aUWLcOe, ´CKRRVLQJ WKe RLJKW PaWK IRU YRX.µ  TKeUe aUe VeYeUaO cRPSaUaWLYe 
aQd VXSeUOaWLYe ZRUdV XQdeUOLQed.  CKRVe 4 RI WKeP WR XVe LQ a VeQWeQce beORZ. 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Finding Your Voice 
DeVcUibing Whe DaWa 

 
In the Da\ 1 packet, \ou created three bar graphs based on the data that \ou collected 
in \our neighborhood.  Using comparative and superlative language, describe Zhat the 
data in each graph shoZs. 
 
GUaph 1: 
 
I asked people if the\ liked ___________________ or ___________________ better.  The data 
shoZs that people prefer ________________________ more than ________________________. 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
GUaph 2: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
GUaph 3: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vote by Mail 
Is it safe, fair and ready for November? 

 
By Christian Science Monitor, adapted by Newsela staff 

 
Many states will be using mail-in voting for  
the 2020 election. They want to make sure  
everyone can vote during the COVID-19  
outbreak. Having many more people vote  
by mail could lead to problems, though.  
Counting votes might be delayed. Votes  
might be lost. Cheating could become  
easier. This could cause Americans to not  
trust the election results. 
 
COVID-19 is also called coronavirus. It is a new illness. It has spread around the 
world. The illness spreads when people are near each other. People commonly 
vote at polling places. On election days, they can be crowded. Voting at a 
polling place risks spreading the illness. Voting by mail allows people to send in 
the votes via mail. 
 
Before the spread of COVID-19, only five states voted completely by mail. These 
states are Colorado, Hawaii, Oregon, Utah and Washington. Now, many states 
are planning to expand voting by mail. They are worried about the spread of 
COVID-19. Voting by mail has challenges, though. 
 

What are the challenges to expanding mail-in voting? 
 
One challenge is that states do not have time to set up a vote-by-mail system. 
There is a presidential election in November 2020. States usually need a year to 
prepare for a vote-by-mail election. They need to update voter lists. Some states 
create a database of voter signatures. This allows them to check the identity of 
voters.  
 
States also need expensive equipment. Mailed ballots are counted by a 
scanning machine. A huge increase in mailed ballots would require a more 
powerful machine. These are expensive. 
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Voters would also need to be educated. They would need to be taught the 
rules. For example, they need to know when to send in their ballots. Voter 
education can also be costly. 
Over time, voting by mail can actually lower costs. Colorado switched to voting 
by mail. It cut election costs by almost half. 
 

What are the concerns? 
 
There are many concerns about voting by mail. Voters may be confused about 
the rules. They might mail them in too late. This might prevent the votes from 
being counted. Counting votes could be delayed. 
 
Many ballots could also be disqualified. A ballot is disqualified when something 
seems wrong with it. The person's vote is not counted. This might happen if a 
signature does not match. In past years, many mail-in ballots have been 
disqualified. Some people say this has been done on purpose. They think it was 
done to help a certain candidate win. 
 
Also, voters sometimes cheat. For example, they pretend to be someone else. 
They try to vote as them. Or, they might try to change someone else's vote. This is 
very rare. Mail-in ballots are more at risk of voter cheating. This is because the 
cheating happens away from a voting center. 
 
This November is the presidential election. Voting in six states is expected to be 
very close. They will likely determine the next president. Problems with mail-in 
voting could make a big difference in those states. Even a small number of 
problems could make a difference. 
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Finding YoXU Voice 

VoWing B\ Mail 

YoX jXVW Uead an aUWicle aboXW YoWing b\ mail.  ComSleWe Whe gUaShic oUgani]eU ZiWh 
infoUmaWion fUom Whe aUWicle. 

 

Wh\ iV YoWing b\ mail good? Wh\ iV YoWing b\ mail bad? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WhaW iV \oXU oSinion?  Do \oX Whink YoWing b\ mail iV good oU bad?  UVe comSaUaWiYe 
and VXSeUlaWiYe langXage (-eU, -eVW, moUe, moVW) Wo ZUiWe \oXU UeVSonVe. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FiQdiQg YRXU VRice 

2020 PUeVideQWiaO EOecWiRQ IVVXeV 

WheQ SeRSOe YRWe, Whe\ dR QRW MXVW UaQdRPO\ SicN VRPeWhiQg RU VRPeRQe.  The\ decide \RXU RZQ 
beOiefV aQd RSiQiRQV ZheQ YRWiQg fRU VRPeWhiQg RU VRPeRQe. 

BeORZ iV a deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe WRS iVVXeV WhaW SeRSOe ZiOO WhiQN abRXW WhiV \eaU ZheQ Whe\ YRWe fRU Whe 
SUeVideQW.  Read each deVcUiSWiRQ aQd WheQ ZUiWe \RXU RSiQiRQ RQ Whe UighW. 

2020 PUeVideQWiaO EOecWiRQV IVVXeV M\ OSiQiRQ 
ImmigUaWiRn:   
The UQiWed SWaWeV iV Pade XS Rf SeRSOe fURP aOO 
RYeU Whe ZRUOd.  SRPe SeRSOe haYe cRPe heUe WR 
be Vafe fURP ZaU iQ WheiU cRXQWU\.  SRPe SeRSOe aUe 
heUe WR fiQd a beWWeU Oife.  SRPe SeRSOe aUe heUe 
ZiWh dRcXPeQWaWiRQ.  SRPe SeRSOe dR QRW haYe 
dRcXPeQWaWiRQ.  The SURceVV WR geW 
dRcXPeQWaWiRQ iV RfWeQ YeU\ ORQg aQd difficXOW.  FRU 
VRPe SeRSOe, WheUe iV QR SURceVV WR geW OegaO 
dRcXPeQWaWiRQ fRU WheiU iPPigUaWiRQ. DR \RX WhiQN 
Whe USA VhRXOd PaNe Whe SURceVV eaVieU fRU SeRSOe 
WR OiYe heUe?  OU, VhRXOd Whe USA NeeS Whe difficXOW 
SURceVV Ze cXUUeQWO\ XVe? 

ΗSome ƉeoƉle aƌe heƌe ǁiƚh docƵmenƚaƚion͘  Some ƉeoƉle do noƚ 
haǀe docƵmenƚaƚion͘  The ƉƌoceƐƐ ƚo geƚ docƵmenƚaƚion iƐ ofƚen 
ǀeƌǇ long and difficƵlƚ͘  Foƌ Ɛome ƉeoƉle͕ ƚheƌe iƐ no ƉƌoceƐƐ ƚo geƚ 
legal docƵmenƚaƚion foƌ ƚheiƌ immigƌaƚion 

GXn CRnWURl: 
The CRQVWiWXWiRQ Rf Whe UQiWed SWaWeV haV aQ 
APeQdPeQW WhaW aOORZV SeRSOe WR caUU\ a gXQ if 
Whe\ ZaQW.  TheUe aUe YeU\ feZ UegXOaWiRQV RQ ZhaW 
W\Se Rf gXQ RU hRZ PaQ\ gXQV SeRSOe caQ RZQ.  
TheUe aUe UXOeV abRXW ZhR caQ RZQ a gXQ.  PeRSOe 
ZhR ZaQW WR bX\ a gXQ Qeed WR SaVV a 
bacNgURXQd checN.  DR \RX WhiQN Ze Qeed PRUe 
UegXOaWiRQV RQ gXQV?  OU, dR \RX WhiQN RXU cXUUeQW 
OaZV abRXW gXQV aUe gRRd? 

 

ClimaWe Change: 
ScieQWiVWV beOieYe WhaW Whe EaUWh·V aWPRVSheUe iV 
heaWiQg XS.  ThiV iV caXViQg a ORW Rf SURbOePV acURVV 
Whe EaUWh.  SRPe Rf WheVe SURbOePV aUe NiOOiQg 
aQiPaOV, iQcUeaViQg aiU SROOXWiRQ, aQd chaQgiQg Whe 
ZeaWheU.  TheUe aUe SeRSOe ZhR diVagUee ZiWh Whe 
VcieQWiVWV aQd beOieYe WhaW WheVe chaQgeV aUe a 
QaWXUaO SaWWeUQ aQd aUe QRW caXVed b\ hXPaQV.  
DR \RX WhiQN cOiPaWe chaQge iV UeaO?  DR \RX WhiQN 
Ze Qeed WR ZRUU\ abRXW Whe eQYiURQPeQW?  OU dR 
\RX WhiQN Ze aUe dRiQg eQRXgh WR SURWecW Whe 
EaUWh? 

 

UniYeUVal HealWhcaUe: 
The UQiWed SWaWeV haV SUiYaWe heaOWh caUe.  ThaW 
PeaQV, each SeUVRQ caQ chRRVe aQd Sa\ fRU WheiU 
RZQ heaOWh caUe.  SRPe SeRSOe dR QRW haYe aQ\ 
iQVXUaQce WR heOS Sa\ fRU heaOWh caUe.  The UQiWed 
SWaWeV iV RQe Rf Whe RQO\ cRXQWUieV WhaW dReV QRW 
SURYide fUee heaOWh caUe fRU iWV ciWi]eQV.  SRPe 
SeRSOe beOieYe WhaW SURYidiQg fUee heaOWh caUe WR 
eYeU\RQe ZiOO PaNe VeeiQg Whe dRcWRU PRUe 
difficXOW.  DR \RX WhiQN Ze VhRXOd aOO Sa\ fRU RXU RZQ 
heaOWh caUe?  OU dR \RX WhiQN Ze VhRXOd haYe fUee 
heaOWh caUe? 
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Finding YoXr Voice 

Taking a SWand (parW 2) 

WhaW are \oX passionaWe aboXW?  WhaW is an issXe WhaW \oX are concerned aboXW?  ArW is one Za\ 
WhaW \oX can help oWher people XndersWand \oXr perspecWiYe.  In Whe space beloZ, creaWe a piece 
of arW WhaW e[presses \oXr WhoXghWs aboXW an issXe WhaW is imporWanW Wo \oX. 
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FLQGLQJ <RXU VRLFH 

WKR ZRXOG \RX FKRRVH IRU RXU QH[W SUHVLGHQW? 

AIWHU UHDGLQJ DERXW ERWK SUHVLGHQWLDO FDQGLGDWHV, ZKR ZRXOG \RX YRWH IRU DV 
SUHVLGHQW?  AV \RX DQVZHU WKH TXHVWLRQ, EH VXUH WR XVH HYLGHQFH IURP WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ LQ 
WKH SUHYLRXV DFWLYLW\.  AOVR XVH WKH FRPSDUDWLYH DQG VXSHUODWLYH ODQJXDJH WKDW ZH 
OHDUQHG HDUOLHU WKLV ZHHN. 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
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