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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

August 15th, 2020 
Dear District/School Personnel: 
 
We are a consortium of researchers, teacher educators, and teachers who believe in and strive to foster 
multilingual excellence. Therefore, during this time of crisis and difficulty, we are eager to put our expertise 
and passions to use to try to be of assistance. We initially designed 21 immediate-response packets for K-5, 
as soon as the pandemic forced schools to shut down. We then applied for and received a grant that has 
allowed us to create more than 100 full activity packets, ranging from Levels 1-3 of English proficiency, and 
grades K-12. 
 

The breakdown of packets is as follows: 
Level 1 – Entry into English  
Emphasis on developmentally appropriate interesting/challenging tasks 

• K-2  
• 3-5  
• 6-8 with a literacy background 
• 9-12 with a literacy background  
• 6-8 without literacy background 
• 9-12 without literacy background 

 
Level 2 – Building Background  

• K-1  
• 2-3 
• 4-5  
• 6-8  
• 9-10 
• 11-12  

 
Level 3 – Interdisciplinary Inquiry  

• K-1  
• 2-3  
• 4-5  
• 6  
• 7-8  
• 9-10  
• 11-12  

 
With this letter, is an “Activity Packet” that can be used freely with any group of students or families as you 
see fit. Each packet includes interdisciplinary activities designed to be completed within a week. Teachers 
from around the country have designed, developed, and created these packets, each focusing on the topics of 
their choice. Because learning academic content can happen within any thematic context, these packets are 
designed to be diverse, dynamic, and engaging for students of all backgrounds. The topics covered in these 
units range from cultures, animals, natural disasters, inventions, and much more. You will see each teacher’s 
personality reflected strongly in these packets, and our hope is that this will capture students in a way similar 
to that of a rich and immersive classroom environment.  
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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

Our hope is that these materials can provide some meaningful learning supports to students and families who 
may not have access to online learning opportunities. However, we can also imagine a variety of ways that 
these packets can provide learning opportunities outside of our original intent and purpose. Please use these 
activity packets in any way you see fit for your students and families. We will be so pleased to learn of how 
they might be useful, particularly for your multilingual students and their families. We think it might be 
particularly helpful for you to print packets and mail them to families, but we also see opportunities to work 
with local agencies, leave printed-out packets for pick-ups at schools, etc. 
 
We designed these activities based around several big ideas: 

- Productive play and inquiry 
- Grade level and English Language Development standards/curriculum 
- Fostering multilingual language development  
- Providing opportunity for all four language domains (reading, writing, speaking and listening) 

 
These packets are self-contained. Everything a child will need to be successful with the activities is provided 
in the packet. Students will only need a writing utensil. Additional tools like crayons or scissors are optional. 
 
We have also included a letter to parents. We hope this will help parents understand what students will be 
doing with the packet and that we encourage the use of all language resources available to the student. The 
packets are in English for the students, but the students can write, talk and engage with family members 
regarding the packet activities in any language they would like. We have translated the parent letter into 
Spanish, and we encourage districts to translate the letter into any other language that would be helpful for 
your local families. 
 
Designing Activity Packets is a new initiative for us, though we have been designing professional learning 
opportunities (eWorkshops) for teachers of multilingual learners since 2011. Like our Activity Packets, those 
learning opportunities for teachers are free. To learn more about them and us, please visit our website at: 
https://cehs.unl.edu/icmee/ 
 
We are eager to be a helpful, collaborative partner in all learning needs related to multilingual students and 
their teachers, so please, do not hesitate to reach out to us with questions, ideas, concerns, feedback, etc. We 
are available at icmee@unl.edu.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
  
Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD 
Associate Professor of Language Education 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 
PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education 
 
 

This packet was designed and created by Nicole Ponti  
in collaboration with Claudia Yunes, Tricia Gray, and Alexa Yunes.  
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The Standards that Informed the Development of this Packet are: 
 
Math 

o Operations and Algebraic Thinking- Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve 
problems; Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division. 

 
English Language Arts  

o RL.4.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text 
o RL.4.7- Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral 

presentation of the text 

Art 
o Create- 1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.  
o Performing, Presenting, Producing- 6. Convey meaning through the presentation of 

artistic work. 

Physical Education 
o Flexibility- 3.6 Hold for an increasing period of time basic stretches for hips, shoulders, 

hamstrings, quadriceps, triceps, biceps, back, and neck.  
o Aerobic Capacity- 3.3 Participate three to four days each week, for increasing periods of 

time, in continuous moderate to vigorous physical activities that require sustained 
movement of the large muscle groups to increase breathing and heart rate. 

English Language Development (WIDA) 
o Writing- Supply words for sentences about revising from models 
o Listening- Match processes or events with their effects on earth materials based on oral 

descriptions using photos, illustrations, or videos with a partner in L1 or L2 
o Single statements or questions- An idea within words, phrases, or chunks of language; 

Simple grammatical constructions (e.g., commands, wh- questions, declaratives); 
Common social and instructional forms and patterns; General content-related words; 
Everyday social, instructional and some content-related words and phrases 
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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

August 15th, 2020 
Dear Families: 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the academic classroom expanded into the home in new ways. Many 
students have limited access to technology, others struggle with online learning, and some simply want more 
to do while they are at home. With these things in mind, we have created an extensive resource of learning 
materials that we hope will be helpful for your children to engage with. These Activity Packets were designed 
with your students in mind and are aligned with each of their grade level content. Each activity in the packets 
will help students continue with their schooling as well as continue to grow their multilingualism. We 
encourage you to talk to your student about what they are doing and let your child ask you about the topics 
they are learning about. The packet is in English, but we encourage you and your children to speak and think 
together in any language you would like to. We strongly encourage you to use the language you feel most 
comfortable using with your student. Supporting their learning in all the languages they know is helpful—
even for developing their English! So, please encourage your child to do the work in the packet in any 
language they would like.  
 
We know that families are dealing with a lot of stress and uncertainty right now, so we encourage you to play 
the role you would like to play with your student and their Activity Packet based on what works best for you. 
We recommend reading the information about the packet and activities and then discussing with your student 
how the packet works and how they can work through it. We believe that with that introduction, your student 
can do a lot, if not all, of the work themselves. However, if you are available to work more closely with your 
child (or for a sibling or other family member to do so), we encourage that as well. Please know, this is not 
intended to be something that adds stress and work to your family during this demanding time. We hope that 
this is a helpful resource so your student can continue growing academically while in unusual situations. 
 
We also hope you will find these packets interesting and fun. We have integrated activities from all of the 
grade level content standards: English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, Physical 
Education and Art. We have also developed different packets for the different levels of English proficiency, 
so your child should feel challenged but also capable of largely understanding the content in front of them. 
 
Kinder-5th grade students will create a Buddy for their packets. This is the first activity in the packets and is 
intended to give children have someone to talk to about the work they are doing in the packet. We have 
included images of “buddies” to choose from. Choose a buddy, personalize it, and even name the buddy. 
Throughout the packet activities, students will be told to talk to their buddy or even to ask their buddy 
questions. With this buddy, students can work independently without needing your time and attention to be 
successful with the packet. However, we also encourage your student to talk with you or other family 
members as they are available. Further, your student could pick a stuffed animal or doll or something else as 
their buddy. They don’t have to use one of the buddies we offer, but they should plan for who their buddy 
will be each time they work on the packet. This might be something they will need your help understanding. 
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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 

In these packets, we have included the following activities: 
 

- Dictionary. Each day we hope that your student will engage with words they find interesting and want 
to keep track of. We encourage students to use the dictionary activities to keep track of words they 
learn and find interesting. We also encourage students to use any language they would like as well as 
pictures to help them remember what the words mean. 
 

- Journal. Students should be encouraged to write in any language (or combination of languages) that 
they feel most inclined to. They can also use pictures as appropriate. We hope these journal spaces 
will also be points of conversation for your student with their buddy or with someone in their home.  
 
 

Key Words for Ocean Themed activities:  
latitude is a measurement on a globe or map of location north or south of the Equator. 
longitude is a measurement of location east or west of the prime meridian 
equator latitude line at 0° separates into North and South 
prime meridian Longitude line at 0°	separates the Earth into East and West 
conch cone or dome shaped seashell 
continent  a large mass or area of land, there are seven total in the world 

 
Students will learn about the seven continents, the major oceans, and geography skills, and graphing.  
 
We hope that these activities will enhance your child’s learning while we work through these very unusual 
circumstances. We also hope that they will give your child opportunities for productive play. If you have any 
questions or concerns about these packets, feel free to reach out to our project at icmee@unl.edu or by calling 
the Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education department at 402-472-2231. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
  
Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD 
Associate Professor of Language Education 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 
PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education 
 
This packet was designed and created by Nicole Ponti  
in collaboration with Claudia Yunes, Tricia Gray, and Alexa Yunes.  
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Share your learning! 

 
Share a picture of any of your work by using #MultilingualProud 

on social media. 
  

We’d love to see what you’ve done with this packet!  

International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
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ICMEE Rapid Response Packet Icons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructions Key 
•Share with someone else 
•Comparte con alguien más 
• رخآ صخش عم اھتكراشم  
•La wadaag qof 
•Chia sẻ với ai đó 
 

•Make a connection 
•Hacer una conexión 
• لاصتا ءارجإ  
•Xiriir samee 
•Tạo kết nối 
 

•Read 
•Lee 
• أرقا  
•Akhriso 
•Đọc 
 

•Write 
•Escribe 
• بتكا  
•Qor 
•Viết 

 

•Sort 
•Ordena 
• بتر  
•Kala sooc 
•lư ̣a chọn 

•Move your body 
•Mueve tu cuerpo 
• كمسج كرح  
•Dhaqdhaqaaqa jirkaaga 
• Di chuyển cơ thể của bạn 
 

•Cut 
•Corta 
• ةقرولا صق  
•Waraaqda jar 
•Cắt giấy 
 

•Read out loud 
•Lee en voz alta 
• لاع توصب ةءارق  
•Kor u aqri 
•Đọc to 
 

•Share with your Buddy 
•Comparte con tu Buddy 
• كقیدص عم كراش  
•La wadaag asxaabtaada 
•Chia sẻ với bạn bè của bạn 
 

•Count 
•Cuenta 
• دعلا  
•Tiri 
•đé̂m 
 
 

•Draw 
•Dibuja 
• مسر  
•Sawir 
•Vẽ tranh 
 

•Find 
•Encuentra 
• دجو  
•Soo hel 
•Tìm thấy 
 

•Color 
•Colorea 
• نول  
•Midab gudaha 
•la ̀m cho hoa mỹ 
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Ocean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 Optional Schedule:  

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 
F�ELA:  
Activity 1 

F ELA:  
Activity 3 
�

F ELA: A 
Activity 5 
�

F  ELA:  
Activity 7 
 
�

F ELA: 
Activity 9 �

�
F Math 
Movement 

�
F Math 
Movement�

�
F Math 
Movement�

�
F Math 
Movement�

�
F Math 
Movement 
�

 
F��
Social Studies  
Activity 2 
 
 

�
F��
Social Studies  
Activity 4 
 

 
F��
Social Studies  
Activity 6 
 

 
F�
Social Studies  
Activity  8 
 

 
F��
Social Studies  
Activity 10 
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 My Buddy 
1. 

2. 3. 

4. 

Cut out and 
color your 
Buddy and 

give it a 
name! Cut out and 

color the 
accessories 

Have fun with your 
Buddy! 

Dress them up, play 
with them, and even 

talk with them! 

Choose a Buddy 
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Scuba Buddy 
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Read each word and definition, then draw a picture. 
 
Word Definition Picture 

latitude 

is a measurement on a 
globe or map of 

location north or south 
of the Equator. 

 

longitude 
is a measurement of 

location east or west of 
the prime meridian 

 

equator 
latitude line at 0ι 

separates into North 
and South 

 

prime 
meridian 

Longitude line at 
0ι separates the Earth 

into East and West 
 

conch cone or dome shaped 
seashell  

continent 
a large mass or area of 
land, there are seven 

total in the world 
 

 
 
 

Ocean Vocabulary 
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Write a paragraph about the 
continent where you come from 
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_____________  

 
IdenWif\ Whe WoUld·V OceanV and label Whe maS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oceans 
1. Pacific Ocean 
2. Atlantic Ocean 
3. Southern Ocean 
4. Indian Ocean 
5. Arctic Ocean 
 
Continents  
A. Africa 
B. Antarctica  
C. Asia 
D. Australia 
E. Europe  
F. North America 
G. South America  

F 
2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

G 

WRUld·V OceaQV 

Extension 
Read your paragraph         

to your Buddy. 
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Read the clue words, then write a question about  
those words.   
 

 Clue Words Question 

1 Number of 
continents How many continents are there in the world? 

2 Number of 
oceans 

 
 

3 
Oceans that 
surround North 
America 

 
 
 

4 
Continents 
that surround 
Indian Ocean 

 
 
 

5 
Ocean near 
Asia and 
Australia 

 
 
 

6 Continents 
near Africa 

 
 
 

Now, answer your own test!  
1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

Ocean Fun Facts 
 
 
  

Creating an Ocean Test  

Þ Asia is the largest continent! 
Þ Australia and Antarctica are continents and islands! 
Þ Add a fun fact you or someone you know can share: 
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Read the following about the Compass Rose:  

There are four main directions or winds, 
N ² North 
S ² South 

E ² East 
W ² West 

 
We always use capitals when giving directions and start with 
either North or South then East or West.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-point compass roses use only the four "basic winds" or 
"cardinal directions" (North, East, South, West), with angles of 
difference at 90°. 

8-point compass roses use the eight principal winds³that is, 
the four cardinal directions (N, E, S, W) plus the four 
"intercardinal" or "ordinal directions" (NE, SE, SW, NW), at 
angles of difference of 45°. 

16-point compass roses are constructed by bisecting the 
angles of the principal winds to come up with intermediate 
compass points, known as half-winds, at angles of difference 
of 221¼2°. The names of the half-winds are simply combinations 
of the principal winds to either side, principal then ordinal. 
E.g. North-northeast (NNE), East-northeast (ENE), etc. 
 

Reading a Compass Rose 
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 Answer the questions to collect all your sea treasures in your 
sailboat. Be sure to use Reading a Compass Rose to help 
you!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Imagine that you are in the  
center of the ocean in your 
sailboat.  
You need to write instructions 
to help your friends find hidden 
sea treasures. 

Treasure Map 

Using a Compass Rose-1 

ICMEE Rapid Response Packet Icons 
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Write instructions on the cards to find each treasure on 
these maps.  
Don·t forget to write complete sentences! 

What is the ordinal 
direction of the 

magnifying glass? 

 To find the magnifying glass 
you need to walk Northwest. 

What is the ordinal 
direction of the 

starfish? 

 
 

What is the ordinal 
direction of the 

conch? 

 
 

What is the ordinal 
direction of the 

seahorse? 

 
 

What is the cardinal 
direction of the 
treasure chest? 

 
 

What is the cardinal 
direction of the 

anchor? 

 
 

What is the cardinal 
direction of the 

crab? 

  

What is the cardinal 
direction of the seashell?  

 
 

 

Using a Compass Rose-2 
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Use this treasure map and draw your own home treasures.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Write a paragraph describing your treasures and where to find them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
  

Welcome to My Home! 
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Lines of latitude and longitude are part of a geographic 
coordinate system. Pilots, sailors, cartographers, and many 
more professions use coordinates to locate any place on 
Earth.  
Here is a helpful way to remember which lines are which:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Latitude runs North - South and Longitude runs East - West 

 
The Prime Meridian is a longitudinal line that starts at 0ι 
degrees and runs 180ι degrees around the globe.  
The latitude line that begins at 0ι degrees is the Equator and 
runs 90ι degrees to each pole. See the diagram below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of writing coordinate: 
        Latitude, Longitude   N 30ι, W 60ι 

L 
O 
N 
G 
I 
T 
U 
D 
E 

LATITUDE  
 

Equator Prim
e m

eridian  

Lines of Longitude and Latitude 



 29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find U.S.A. and the country where you come from and write 
their coordinates. Write a paragraph about what you like in 
U.S.A.  
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

 
Practice writing Latitude and Longitude Coordinates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write the coordinates here:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

Writing Lines of Longitude and Latitude 

A.__________  B.__________ C.__________ D.__________ 
 
E.__________ F.___________ G. __________ 
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 Practice writing the coordinates for the following objects:  

 
 
 
            

            
            

            
            

            

            
            

            
            

            

            
           
         1        2   3        4         5        6        7        8        9       10      11   

 
 

___________ ___________ __________ 
 
 
 

___________ ___________ __________ 
 
 
  __________
 __________ 

___________        
 
                                                 ___________ 

X
 

Y
 

Coordinate Plane Review 

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
 

9
 

10
 

11
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Find the hidden treasure, shade in the block with either 
crayons, colored pencils, or pencil.  

 

20                    

19                    

18                    

17                    

16                    

15                    

14                    

13                    

12                    

11                    

10                    

9                    

8                    

7                    

6                    

5                    

4                    

3                    

2                    

1                    

 A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S 

 

BLUE COLOR 
OR SHADE IN 
LIGHTLY 

A{12), IB(11- 13), C(10, 11, 13), 0 (2-4, 10, 11, 13), E(1-6, 9, 11, 13, 14), F (1, 2, 5-8, 1 
0, 11, 13, 14), G(2-4, 7-10, 12-14), H(3 , 5, 6, 8-10 , 12, 13, 15, 1 6 ), 1 (4, 5, 7, 9, 11-18), J( 
5-8, 12, 14, 16, 18-20), K(5-8, 11, 13, 15, 7, 19, 20), L(4, 5, 7, 9, 11-18), P(1 -6, 9, 11, 13, 
14), Q(2-4, 10, 11, 13), R(11, 13) , S( 11-13 ), T{1 2) M(3, 5, 6, 8-10, 12, 13, 15, 16, ), 
N{2-4, 7-10, 12-14), 0 (1, 2, 5-B, 10, 11, 13, 14), 

YELLOW 
COLOR OR 
SHADE IN 
DARKER 

C(12), 0 (12), E(10 , 12), F{3 , 4!, 9, 12), G(5 , 6, 11 ), H(4, 7, 11, 14), 11 (6, 8, 10), 
J(9-11, 13, 15, 17), K(9, 10, 12, 14, 16, 1 8) , L {6 , 8, 10), M(4, 7, 11, 14), N(S, 6 , 
11 ), 0(3, 4, 9, 12), P(10, 12), Q(12), R( 12) 

HINT: What lives in the ocean and have five points?  ___ ___ ___ ___ ____ ____ ___ ___ 

Color Your Treasure 
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Use this space to illustrate your poem 
 

 
 

Think of everything you know about oceans.  

Write six SENTENCES that start with each letter in 
´OCEANSµ 

 
  

O________________________ 
C________________________ 
E ________________________ 
A________________________ 
N________________________ 
S ________________________ 

 

Extension 
Read your Acrostic      

to your Buddy. 

ICMEE Rapid Response Packet Icons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing a Poem: Acrostic 
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Follow this template and write a letter to your scuba buddy 
about what you learned in this unit? What was your favorite 
activity and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Writing a Letter 
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 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Jumping 
jacks 

 
 

5 X 4 = ___ 

 
 

4 X 6 = ___ 

 
 

6 X 5 = ___ 

 
 

6 X 6 = ___ 

 
 

7 X 6 = ___ 

Toe 
touches 

 
 

8 X 5 = ____ 

 
 

4 X 4 = ___ 

 
 

3 X 3 = ___ 

 
 

6 X45 = ___ 

 
 

3 X 9 = ___ 

Sit-ups  
 

25 ൊ 5 = ____ 

 
 

 30 - 13= ___ 

 
 

108 - 72 = ___ 

 
 

5 ൊ 2 = ___ 

 
 

81 ൊ ͻ = ___ 

Arm circles  
 

7 X 5 = ____ 

 
 

6 X 3 = ___ 

 
 

4 X 7 = ___ 

 
 

8 X 3= ___ 

 
 

7 X 9 = ___ 

Run 
(minutes) 

 
 

   45 - 25 = ____ 

 
 

14 - 8 = ___ 

 
 
 36 - 24  = ___ 

 
 

24 - 13 = ___ 

 
 

9 - 7 = ___ 

Stand up, 
sit down 

 
 

19 ² 5 = ____ 

 
 

26² 6 = ___ 

 
 

42 ² 12 = ___ 

 
 

57² 17 = ___ 

 
 

64 ² 16 = ___ 

Wall sit 
(seconds) 

 
 

8+ 8 = ____ 

 
 

7 + 9= ___ 

 
 

8 + 4 = ___ 

 
 

17 + 4 = ___ 

 
 

21+ 10 = ___ 

Plank 
(seconds) 

 
 

11 + 15 = ____ 

 
 

16 + 20 = ___ 

 
 

18 + 25 = ___ 

 
 

15 + 30 = ___ 

 
 

12 + 35 = ___ 

 

Solve the math equations and do the actions! 
 

LeW·V MoYe MaWh! 
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